
The LENGTH-LENGTH Table in FishBase 
This table contains relationships for the conversion of one length type to another for over 8,000 
species of fish, derived from different publications, e.g. Moutopoulos and Stergiou (2002) and 
Gaygusuz et al (2006), or from fish pictures, e.g. Collette and Nauen (1983), Compagno (1984) 
and Randall (1997). The relationships, which always refer to centimeters, may consist either of a 
regression linking two length types, of the form: 

 Length type (2) = a + b × Length type (1) …1) 

or of a ratio b’ , viz 

 Length type (2) = b’ × Length type (1) …2) 

The available length types are, as elsewhere in FishBase, 

TL = total length; 

FL = fork length; 

SL = standard length; 

WD = width (in rays); 

OT = other type (to be specified in the Comment field). 

When a version of equation (1) is presented, the length range, the number of fish used in the re-
gression, the sex and the correlation coefficient are presented, if available. 

When a version of equation (2) is presented, the range and the correlation coefficient are omitted, 
as the ratio in (2) will usually be estimated from a single specimen, or a few fish covering a nar-
row range of lengths. 

Sources are presented in either case, through a MainRef or by reference to one or several fish pic-
tures. 

Internet 

On the internet, you can access this table after selecting a species from the FishBase search page, 
www.fishbase.org.  In the resulting ‘Species Summary’ page, go to the ‘More information’ sec-
tion and click on the L-L relationship link. 
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